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1. 
WHAT SYSTEMS AND SUPPORTS DO YOU 
NEED TO PROVIDE TO ENSURE ALL 
STUDENTS HAVE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO 
LEARNING?

2. 
HOW WILL YOU ORGANIZE YOUR 
MATERIALS?

3. 
HOW WILL YOU BUILD AND UPHOLD A 
PRODUCTIVE CULTURE FOR ONLINE 
LEARNING?

4. 
HOW WILL YOU COMMUNICATE WITH 
STUDENTS?

5. 
HOW WILL YOU INTRODUCE NEW 
CONTENT TO STUDENTS?

6. 
HOW WILL YOUR STUDENTS ENGAGE IN 
THE LEARNING ACTIVITIES?

7. 
HOW CAN YOU CHECK THAT STUDENTS 
ARE ACTUALLY LEARNING?

8. 
WHAT CAN YOU DO IF SOME OF YOUR 
STUDENTS ARE STRUGGLING WITH 
THIS FORM OF LEARNING?

If you find yourself having to make 
a quick shift towards distance 
learning or virtual learning due to 
school closings or local 
quarantines, you may be feeling a 
bit overwhelmed. BetterLesson 
coaches have gathered tips and 
resources in response to the top 
eight questions you should consider 
before facilitating online learning. 
Remember: no two classes are the 
same, so you have to find what you 
are comfortable with in regards to 
tech, time, and tasks!

betterlesson.com

http://www.betterlesson.com
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1.  
What systems and supports do  
you need to provide to ensure all 
students have equitable access  
to learning?
Before diving into any model of distance learning, it is 
important to consider whether your plan is equitable for all 
students. Do all of your students have access to the 
resources (to a computer, reliable internet, etc.) they will 
need to engage in virtual learning? Can students with 
disabilities receive the accommodations in their IEP when 
working remotely? If not, identify what supports you or 
your school can put in place to ensure all students can 
engage in the learning. 

• Prior to closing, schools should establish systems for students to check
out devices (e.g. laptops, WiFi hotspots) for the length of time that
schools will be closed. A privately-completed survey or 1:1 conference is
a great way to check with individual students and their parents or
caregivers to see what support, accommodations, or resources they will
need in order to learn remotely. Avoid asking students or caregivers to
answer this question publicly, as it can be a sensitive topic.

• If your school is short on technology, this guide has some helpful
resources to help get students connected. Additionally, some local
libraries and/or community centers have computers and Wifi hotspots
available to check out; partnering with these organizations may be
helpful for schools and families.

• If necessary, make a plan to share resources and collect work via
alternative means, such as sending hard copies of course materials in the
mail to students with limited internet access.

• For students with disabilities, schools must continue to offer educational
accommodations in their IEPs. When schools resume, IEP teams should
meet to determine if additional services are needed.

• If you are planning to hold students accountable for work they will do
remotely, make sure to plan in advance any adjustments or supports you
will need to provide for students who do not have reliable access to a
computer, internet, webcam, etc. and for students who receive
accommodations per their IEP. Students should not be penalized if they
are unable to turn in work at the same pace as their peers or if they
cannot receive the appropriate accommodations.

Prior to closing, schools 
should establish systems  
for students to check out 
devices (e.g. laptops, WiFi 
hotspots) for the length of 
time that schools will be 
closed. 

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://www.inmyarea.com/resources/guide-internet-for-schools-teachers-ptas-students#organizations-helping-schools-districts-get-students-connected
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There are a lot of great tech tools 
out there, and we’ve 
recommended lots of them in this 
guide. Before you start signing up 
for all of them, however, take 
stock of which tech tools you’d 
like to use and investigate what 
they are capable of. Using fewer 
tools with more users per tool 
creates less stress for everyone!

2.  
How will you organize 
your materials?
Classwork, reading, assessments, online discussions, 
feedback, and more—you’ll want to figure out a system 
before you start sending tons of materials to students. 
You might choose to use just one shared document with 
lots of links, or to collect everything in an online learning 
management system. Either way, it’s best to get organized 
before diving in so that students—and you—can keep  
track of what’s happening.

• A Learning Management System like Google Classroom, Schoology,
Edmodo, or Kiddom can help you share materials, assess student
learning, and plan for learning all in one place.

• Sending a weekly email (or real mail, if email access is limited!) guide can
give students a pathway or checklist of tasks for the week ahead.

• A Hyperdoc, aka a shared email or document with links to all of the
resources students need to access, lets you put lots of different materials
and tasks in one central place for students to access. Here is an example
of a Hyperdoc that gives students the ability to choose an appropriate
learning activity based on a pre-assessment. For more tips, check out the
Hyperdoc Pathway to Mastery strategy in the Betterlesson lab.

• There are a lot of great tech tools out there, and we’ve recommended lots
of them in this guide. Before you start signing up for all of them, however,
take stock of which tech tools you’d like to use and investigate what they
are capable of. Using fewer tools with more users per tool creates less
stress for everyone!

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://classroom.google.com/
https://www.schoology.com/
https://new.edmodo.com/
https://www.kiddom.co/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L6VuAYrJuJwyG-vbp4NpDDgTAjmJiEw42SdJ_LD0s0k/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1L6VuAYrJuJwyG-vbp4NpDDgTAjmJiEw42SdJ_LD0s0k/edit?usp=sharing
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/119/hyperdoc-pathway-to-mastery?from=search
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3.  
How will you build and uphold a 
productive culture for online learning?
One important step in implementing distance learning is proactively 
creating an online “culture” for students that includes clear norms and 
expectations. 

• Consider how you will communicate and uphold norms and expectations in a virtual
learning space. Romain Bertrand, BetterLesson’s Senior Manager of Solution Design,
wrote a helpful blog: Eight Ways To Build Blended Learning Class Culture.

• Students need to feel really quickly in a virtual learning environment that their
participation is valued and necessary for the success of the lesson. Set some norms for
students during synchronous learning time around their cameras needing to be on, and
the fact that you will ask questions with multiple ways to respond. This will keep
students on their toes and away from the temptation of multitasking (TikTok, we are
coming for you! ;)

• Teach students explicitly what it means to be active and effective when working online:
Model what they should be doing when engaging in an online activity (watching a
video, for example), and find ways for students to share evidence with you that they are
working this way at home.

• Emphasize goal setting and reflection. It is one thing to have a playlist of work ready for
students; it is another to support them in maximizing the opportunity. Create
opportunities for students to set goals prior to starting an online task and to reflect
after having completed the task. Check out the Goal Setting and Reflection strategy in
the BetterLesson lab for a collection of goal-setting protocols.

• This might sound silly, but you would never start a class without connecting with your
students on a personal level, be that greeting them at the door or asking them
questions before the lesson to ensure they know their well-being is as important to you
as their learning. In the virtual space, build in time to “greet” students before getting
started. Consider using an ice breaker to get students talking and sharing right away.
How about spinning this wheel of emojis? For more ideas, check out the Thresholding
to Greet Students at the Door strategy in the BetterLesson lab.

In the virtual space, 
build in time to “greet” 
students before 
getting started. 

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2014-05-15-eight-ways-to-build-blended-learning-class-culture
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/512/goal-setting-and-reflection?from=search
https://wheeldecide.com/index.php?c1=Proud+of+Yourself+Moment&c2=Shout+Out&c3=Happy+Moment&c4=Frustrating+Moment&c5=Spring+Goal(s)&t=Reflective+Emoji+Wheel+Spring+Edition&time=5
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/152/thresholding-to-greet-students-at-the-door?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/152/thresholding-to-greet-students-at-the-door?from=search
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4.  
How will you communicate 
with students? 
When students are at home, you’ll need an easy way to connect 
with them to let them know what they’re working on, to ensure they 
can access the material, and to give them a way to ask questions. 
We have split our tips into advice for asynchronous communication, 
which students can engage with on their own schedule, and 
synchronous communication, which you can use at times when 
you’re working with students in a live setting. 

ASYNCHRONOUS  COMMUNICATION:

• Sending emails or text messages to students, possibly with a tool like Remind or
ClassDojo, can help you connect and share updates.

• If you choose to use a Learning Management System (see above), many of these
allow you to message students directly within the online classroom and for students
to have written discussions on the message boards.

• Chat apps like Zoom, WhatsApp, or Slack allow for asynchronous/backchannel
messaging with and between students, both 1:1 and in groups. For tips on how to
successfully implement a digital backchannel discussion with students, check out
the Backchannel strategy in the BetterLesson lab.

• When students are at home, parents and caregivers are particularly eager for
updates on their students’ learning. They are also key partners in helping students
navigate the new approach to learning! Check out the Creating and Implementing a
Family Partnership Plan in the BetterLesson lab for tips about how to partner with
parents when engaging in distance learning.

SYNCHRONOUS COMMUNICATION:

• Create opportunities for small group discussions; these dramatically increase
student engagement during virtual lessons while promoting collaboration at a time
when students might feel isolated. Google Hangouts and Zoom allow you to video
conference with students both in groups and 1:1, and you can even split students up
into breakout groups for synchronous small-group discussion.

Create opportunities 
for small group 
discussions; these 
dramatically increase 
student engagement 
during virtual lessons 
while promoting 
collaboration at a time 
when students might 
feel isolated.

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://www.remind.com/
https://www.classdojo.com/
https://zoom.us/
https://www.whatsapp.com/
https://slack.com/
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/295/backchannel-to-support-student-autonomy-and-ownership?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/146/creating-and-implementing-a-family-partnership-plan?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/146/creating-and-implementing-a-family-partnership-plan?from=search
https://gsuite.google.com/products/meet/
https://zoom.us/
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5.  
How will you introduce new 
content to students?  
Generally, you’ll introduce content to remote students 
via one of four delivery mechanisms: videos you create, 
interactive presentations, texts students will read on their 
own, or resources from existing online content databases. 

• If you’re using video to introduce content to students, check out the
Using Video for Flipped Learning Environments strategy in the
BetterLesson lab. It’s filled with great tips for how to ensure instructional
videos are engaging and impactful.

• To give students more autonomy in their learning and increase
engagement, consider using a Choice Board to give students a say in
what they learn and how they interact with the content. Check out the
Choice Boards for Student Agency strategy in the Betterlesson lab for
details and examples.

Want students to read 
independently at home, with 
embedded comprehension 
questions? You’ll find 
subject-specific texts about 
almost anything from 
Newsela or CommonLit.

• If you’re creating your own videos, we recommend Screencastify,
Educreations, Showme, or Loom. If you’d like to embed questions within
your video, try EdPuzzle.

• Prefer using a Powerpoint-style lesson? Nearpod and Peardeck allow you
to create interactive, engaging presentations using your slides.

• If you’re looking for existing online content databases, we recommend
Khan Academy, BrainPOP,  or cK-12.

• Want students to read independently at home, with embedded
comprehension questions? You’ll find subject-specific texts about almost
anything from Newsela or CommonLit. Check out the 100 Newsela
BetterLesson Literacy Instructional Strategies for more ideas.

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/292
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/55/choice-boards-for-student-agency?from=search
https://newsela.com/
https://www.commonlit.org/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://www.educreations.com/
https://www.showme.com/
https://www.loom.com/
https://edpuzzle.com/
https://nearpod.com/
https://www.peardeck.com/googleslides
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://www.ck12.org/teacher/
https://newsela.com/
https://www.commonlit.org/
https://betterlesson.com/search?salt=66f948e2c3&types=strategy&focusAreas=14
https://betterlesson.com/search?salt=66f948e2c3&types=strategy&focusAreas=14
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6.  
How will your students engage in 
the learning activities?  
Once students have learned something new, you’ll want them to 
engage in a learning task or activity to internalize and apply the new 
content. We encourage you to try some of the more collaborative 
tools, since being stuck at home can be lonely for students!

• The free suite of Google apps such as Google Docs, Sheets, Slides, and Forms allow
easy and versatile collaboration and feedback loops among students and teachers.

• Portfolio apps like Seesaw can be a space for 3-way sharing, with places for parents,
teachers, and students to capture their learning. Seesaw also allows teachers to easily
provide feedback on student work.

There are lots of creative ways to have 
students collaborate with one another 
online, and many tech tools make that 
collaboration fun and unique.

• There are lots of creative ways to have students collaborate with one another online,
and many tech tools make that collaboration fun and unique. Try Padlet to curate a
pinboard of resources (links, images, videos, documents) for students to access, or
have students work collaboratively to create a pin-board. Prefer video? Flipgrid allows
students to create and reply to each other’s videos.

• Want to try game-based engagement? Try Kahoot! for lots of game-based resources, or
Breakout EDU’s collection of “Fun@Home” games for student learning.

Portfolio apps like 
Seesaw can be a 
space for 3-way 
sharing, with places 
for parents, teachers, 
and students to 
capture their learning. 
Seesaw also allows 
teachers to easily 
provide feedback on 
student work.

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://edu.google.com/products/gsuite-for-education/
https://web.seesaw.me/
https://padlet.com/
https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://kahoot.com/
https://www.breakoutedu.com/funathome
https://web.seesaw.me/
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7.  
How can you check that students are 
actually learning?
When students aren’t right in front of you, it can be harder to check 
their understanding and learning. Make sure to build in opportunities 
for both formative and summative assessment while students are 
learning from home! 

• Google Forms are a versatile way to quickly survey student understanding via text-
based questions, both open-ended and multiple choice. If you’d like a self-paced
option, Quizizz and Formative allow you to create your own assessments or pull from a
variety of pre-made quizzes made by teachers. For more tips on how to use self-paced
assessments, check out the System of Assessments to Demonstrate Mastery strategy
in the BetterLesson lab. We also love Socrative, which has several types of engaging
and interactive assessment tools.

• With students working remotely, take advantage of the opportunity to assess their
learning in a more hands-on way by creating an actual product. For example, giving
students the opportunity to teach what they’ve learned to a peer via video using the
Students Become Teachers to Demonstrate Mastery strategy in the BetterLesson lab is
a fun and easy way to hold students accountable. Or, have students design, create, and
share a digital story of information they have learned using the Digital Storytelling
strategy.

• A fun way to have students self-assess and reflect on their learning is via
Digital Journaling.

• If students are ready to provide feedback to one another virtually, check out the Giving
and Receiving Peer Feedback strategy in the BetterLesson lab for a collection of
protocols to guide students in giving and receiving peer feedback.

• Regardless of what type of data you’re collecting, you’ll want to make sure to set aside
time to review the data, use it to inform your instruction, and share it back with
students. Check out the Building a Data Dive Routine strategy in the BetterLesson lab
for tips on analyzing and learning from data collected virtually. It is important for
remote students to know that you are looking at their work, so make sure to provide
both individual feedback and group feedback. Consider using class-wide messages or
videos to celebrate student growth.

Regardless of what 
type of data you’re 
collecting, you’ll want 
to make sure to set 
aside time to review 
the data, use it to 
inform your instruction, 
and share it back  
with students. 

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://www.google.com/forms/about/
https://quizizz.com/
https://goformative.com/
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/123/system-of-assessments-to-demonstrate-mastery?from=search
https://socrative.com/
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/293/students-become-teachers-to-demonstrate-mastery?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/373/digital-storytelling-stories-songs-and-infographics-to-share-knowledge?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/381/digital-journaling-to-support-student-self-assessment-and-reflection?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/511
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/511
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/124/building-a-data-dive-routine?from=search
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8. 
What can you do if some of your 
students are struggling with this 
form of learning? 
Engaging in distance learning is a BIG adjustment for both 
you and your students. If you need to teach students in a 
virtual learning environment for more than a few days, you 
may see some students struggle to be successful with the 
new format. Luckily, there are plenty of ways to intervene 
and provide individualized support. 

• Don’t wait to reach out! If you notice a student falling behind, reach out
to them—and, if appropriate, their parent or caregiver. A quick call,
email, or text message goes a long way to show that you are invested in
their success, and will help you figure out what support the student
might need.

• Individual student conferences provide a time for the teacher and student
to touch base in a personalized, targeted fashion. The Student
Conferences strategy in the BetterLesson lab provides tips for providing
personalized, targeted feedback to students. In a virtual setting, you can
conduct conferences via video chat (such as Zoom or Google Hangouts)
or via a text- or voice-based chat platform (such as Voxer or
Google Chats).

• Finally, ask students for feedback! Getting started with virtual learning is
tough, but if you model a growth mindset for students, they will
undoubtedly provide you with helpful suggestions and ideas. Check out
the Seeking Authentic Feedback to Improve Practice strategy in the
BetterLesson lab for suggestions of what types of questions to ask, and
how to respond to the feedback you receive.

Individual student 
conferences provide a  
time for the teacher  
and student to touch  
base in a personalized, 
targeted fashion.

http://www.betterlesson.com
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/48/student-conferences-with-teacher?from=search
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/48/student-conferences-with-teacher?from=search
https://zoom.us/
https://gsuite.google.com/products/meet/
https://www.voxer.com/
https://gsuite.google.com/products/chat/
https://betterlesson.com/strategy/131/seeking-authentic-feedback-to-improve-practice?from=search


We hope this guide has provided you with resources 
and tips that will help smooth your school’s transition 
to distance learning. If you’d like to inquire about 
additional support, please reach out or visit our 
website at BetterLesson.com.

Interested in

additional support?

betterlesson.com
BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://betterlesson.com/schedule-a-conversation/
http://www.betterlesson.com
http://www.betterlesson.com


Dear Friends, 

The health of our families and our communities is the top priority for all of us at this
time. At GreatSchools.org, we are also thinking about the specific needs of
parents, especially as schools begin to close across the nation due to the spread of
Coronavirus (COVID–19). 

As a parent, I understand the concerns we all share. My children's well-being is my
first priority. But I’m also wondering how they, and all children, will continue learning
as we face school closure, and how we can do our best to support their emotional,
physical and mental health. To that end, our team has put together resources (in
English and Spanish) that we hope will help your families and the families you
serve. Parents can find grade-based learning tool kits, a link to Education Week’s
school closure map, partner resources from Understood, Learning Heroes and
others, and more. 

Please feel free to share this new resource with your networks, and please let us
know if you have additional resources to add to our list. We will continue to update
our site to help parents support their child — their learning, their emotional needs,
their new routines — in strange new times. 

Stay safe and healthy, 
Jon Deane 

https://www.greatschools.org/
http://click.email.greatschools.org/?qs=52832fb22dcaeb0c1de1583a4db92bd8dbb606f2b21733723301da6df34f43ee7e44cb47e145b076537264635dbf9930
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/
mailto:pr@greatschools.org
https://www.classy.org/give/147641/#!/donation/checkout
https://www.facebook.com/greatschools
https://www.instagram.com/greatschools/
https://www.pinterest.com/greatschools/
https://twitter.com/greatschools
https://www.youtube.com/user/GreatSchools
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/
https://www.greatschools.org/gk/coronavirus-school-closure-support/


Here are the edtech tools that have passed the LEAP Curation Process. As always, we’re inspired and 
moved by the commitment and creativity of our educators—in Chicago and beyond. 

If you are a classroom educator or school or district leader who needs support, has questions about 
edtech product selection or teaching virtually, please complete this form and a member of the LEAP 
Innovations team will respond to your request.

Product / Company
Product 

Type How this Products Helps Students Product Information

ELA

Rigorous state standards have resulted in 
challenging expectations for students. As a 
result, educators must find ways to help all 
students succeed regardless of their academic 
readiness. Achieve3000 Literacy solves this 
problem by providing differentiated content 
and scaffolded instruction that has been 
proven to yield accelerated Lexile gains.

• PreK - 12th Grade
• Core, Supplemental,

Enrichment, Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60 min

ELA

Amplify Reading provides students with 
targeted and engaging instruction and practice 
in the key skill areas that students need to 
become successful readers, with a focus 
on the five pillars of reading:  Phonological 
Awareness, Phonics, Fluency, Vocabulary, and 
Comprehension.

• Kindergarten - 8th Grade
• Supplemental, Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 45 min

ELA

Proven to raise academic achievement, 
BrainPOP has been a trusted resource to 
more than six million educators. BrainPOP 
provides endless opportunities for kids to take 
agency over their learning: Playful, knowledge-
building content is thoughtfully embedded 
with learner-driven projects that strengthen 
critical, computational, and creative thinking 
across the entire curriculum. The company is 
committed to empowering kids as creators 
who will succeed and thrive in the classroom 
and beyond.

• 3rd - 8th Grade
• Supplemental
• Recommended usage includes

use of BrainPOP’s knowledge-
building content alongside its
learner-driven projects

ELA

Curriculet was created to help teachers 
measure literacy, fluency, and reading 
comprehension, and to provide students with 
scaffolded supports to increase engagement 
and understanding. The simple design 
is appealing to teachers and intuitive for 
students.

• 3rd - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 140 min

ELA
UpSmart is designed to help students 
master grade-level standards and to provide 
standards- and skills-based reporting to 
teachers in real time.

• 6th - 8th Grade
• Supplemental
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60-100 minWEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

leapinnovations.org

ELA TOOLS

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScedpOBHtGJuCSjt1iubX6lcS02EB6eXgSaeptP7NTl5USyWg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.edgenuity.com/personalized-standards-mastery/
https://www.achieve3000.com/
https://amplify.com/programs/amplify-reading/
https://www.brainpop.com/
https://www.curriculet.com/
https://leapinnovations.org/


ELA

iRead is a digital program designed to close the 
achievement gap early and place all students 
in Kindergarten through Grade 2 on a pre-
dictable path to reading proficiently by Grade 
3. The iRead program can serve as a supple-
mental phonics program for any core English 
Language Arts curriculum.

• Kindergarten - 2nd Grade
• Supplemental, Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60-100 min

ELA

Lexia Core5 provides differentiated literacy 
instruction for students of all abilities in PK-5. 
Lexia Core5 provides explicit, systematic, per-
sonalized learning in the six areas of reading 
instruction and provides teachers with the data 
and student-specific resources they need for 
individual or small-group instruction.

• PreK - 5th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended 

Usage/Week: 20-80 min

ELA

Lexia PowerUp is designed to accelerate litera-
cy gains for struggling and non-proficient read-
ers in grades 6–12. PowerUp delivers rigorous 
reading content and skills instruction in an 
engaging, personalized approach with system-
atic instruction in Word Study, Grammar, and 
Comprehension. 

• 6th - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,
Intervention
• Recommended
Usage/Week: 85-145 min

ELA

myON News was designed to provide an 
engaging, interactive, and accessible source of 
authentic daily news and current events that 
is specifically geared toward a K-8 student 
audience. It fosters curiosity for learning, 
establishes daily reading habits, and engages 
students in current events.

myON Reader was designed
to support daily reading practice by providing 
students unlimited access to a digital library of 
thousands of books that match their interests 
and reading levels. Embedded tools support 
reading and assignments. Students also may 
download up to 20 titles to read offline.

• PreK - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60-210 min

ELA

Quill’s 5 writing tools help students improve 
grammar and sentence construction skills. 
Approximately 27 million students in the U.S. 
struggle with basic writing-one of the most 
important skills young people need to graduate 
high school, enroll and succeed in college, and 
advance their careers.

• 3rd - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 30 min

ELA

READ 180, for students in Grades 4 - 12+ and 
students retained in Grade 3, is a blended 
learning Tier 2 intervention solution that accel-
erates learning in reading, writing, language, 
and vocabulary for struggling readers by merg-
ing research in brain science, growth mindset, 
and adaptive technology.

• 4th - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 225 min

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

leapinnovations.org

WEBSITE

ELA TOOLS CONT.

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://www.lexialearning.com/products/core5
https://www.lexialearning.com/products/powerup
https://www.myon.com/index.html
https://www.quill.org/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/read-180-universal
https://leapinnovations.org/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/iread


ELA

Ideal for distance learning, Squiggle 
Park, pre-K to 2, ensures players
master their foundational reading skills 
(phonemes, phonemic awareness, word 
work,spelling, vocabulary) as they play 
independently. 

• PreK - 3rd Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 30+ min

ELA

System 44 is a proven literacy intervention 
program designed to get the most challenged 
readers in Grades 3-12 on the path to grade-
level success. The program can be used for 
Tier 3 RTI and Special Education programs.

• 3rd - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 225 min

ELA

ThinkCERCA provides teachers with tools and 
lessons for personalizing literacy instruction 
across subjects for grades 3-12. ThinkCERCA’s 
close reading and academic writing lessons 
walk students through the process of analyzing 
content-rich texts and multimedia to construct 
cohesive argumentative, informational, or 
narrative writings. Direct instruction and self-
guided skills lessons introduce students to 
key literacy skills and concepts, and paperless 
grading and reports help teachers provide 
actionable feedback for growth.  

• 3rd-12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 10 lessons per
year across subjects

ELA

Writable was designed to address students’ 
low proficiency in writing and problems 
related to teachers’ prep time, experience in 
writing instruction, and constraints on time for 
delivering feedback. 

Writable addresses both pedagogy and time 
constraints through a multi-pronged feedback 
system.

• 3rd - 12th Grade
• Core Curriculum,

Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60 min

ELA

Zinc Reading Labs is a one-stop shop for 
adolescent literacy. We engage students of 
diverse reading levels with authentic texts, 
gamified vocabulary, and interactive close 
reading video lessons. Our placement tests 
and standards-aligned assessments give 
educators the data they need to target practice 
and monitor progress.

• 6th - 12th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 50 min

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

leapinnovations.org

WEBSITE

ELA TOOLS CONT.
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https://www.hmhco.com/programs/system-44
https://www.thinkcerca.com/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/writable
https://games.zinclearninglabs.com/r/dashboard
https://leapinnovations.org/
https://www.squigglepark.com/squigglepark/


Math

DreamBox Learning Math is independently 
proven to positively impact student 
achievement. By continually assessing student 
progress, DreamBox provides in-the-moment 
differentiation for students, actionable insights 
about student understanding, and data-driven 
job-embedded PD for educators.

• PreK - 8th Grade
• Supplement, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60 min

ELA
UpSmart is designed to help students 
master grade-level standards and to provide 
standards- and skills-based reporting to 
teachers in real time.

• 6th - 8th Grade
• Supplemental
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60-100 min

Math

Imagine Math is an adaptive program that 
provides rigorous math instruction for students 
in grades pre k- 8, Algebra 1, and Geometry. 
It builds confidence and competence in math 
and helps students make connections as 
they persevere and reason through complex 
problems.
- Pre K-2nd: Offers engaging, effective math
instruction designed to help early-learners
learn and love math. Spanish instruction
available.
- 3-8th : Builds conceptual understanding and
problem-solving skills with the support of a
live teacher.
(Imagine Math also provides native language
support in 13 languages, PreK-6th Grade.)

• PreK – Geometry HS
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60-90 minutes
(two lessons a week)

Math

Math 180 focuses on developing deep 
understanding and mastery of essential skills 
and concepts for students in grades 5 and up 
who are two or more years behind in math.

• 5th - 12th Grade
• Supplemental,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 150 min

Math

MATHia is designed to meet students where 
they are in Math, and help them progress as 
they demonstrate mastery of the content. 
Teachers receive constant formative 
assessment data to help them adjust their 
classroom instruction to meet the needs of all 
learners

• 6th - 12th Grade
• Core Curriculum,

Supplemental, Enrichment
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 90 min
WEBSITE

leapinnovations.org

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

MATH TOOLS

WEBSITE

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://www.carnegielearning.com/products/software-platform/mathia-learning-software/
https://leapinnovations.org/
https://www.hmhco.com/programs/math-180
https://www.imaginelearning.com/math/3-8
https://www.dreambox.com/
https://www.edgenuity.com/personalized-standards-mastery/


Math

Mathletics helps students improve  basic 
fact recall and fluency, while offering 
personalization that provides student 
ownership over their learning experience. For 
teachers, Mathletics enables differentiated 
instruction for individual learner types and 
ability levels.

• Kindergarten - 12th Grade
• Core Curriculum,

Supplemental, Intervention,
Enrichment

• Recommended
Usage/Week: 20 - 60 min

Math

One size does not fit all
learners, including multi-language learners.  
Deep conceptual understanding is critical to a 
fundamental foundation for math education.  
Skill deficiencies in math often go unnoticed, 
causing frustration, loss of confidence, low 
competency levels, manifesting in a fear of 
math among students.

• Kindergarten - 6th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 15-60 min

Math

ST Math is a PreK-8 visual instructional 
program that leverages the brain’s innate 
spatial-temporal reasoning ability to solve 
mathematical problems. ST Math’s unique, 
patented approach provides students 
with equitable access to learning through 
challenging puzzles, non-routine problem 
solving, and informative feedback.

• PreK - 8th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 60 minutes for
K-1st grade and 90 minutes
for 2nd-8th

Math

Woot Math’s Adaptive Program provides short 
video lessons to explain key concepts. These 
lessons are interleaved with an adaptive 
sequence of levels. The content is aligned for 
students in grades 3-6, but works as an ideal 
supplement for students struggling with frac-
tions and related concepts. Engaging and fun, 
the program builds confidence while helping 
students master core math topics.

• 3rd - 8th Grade
• Supplemental, Enrichment,

Intervention
• Recommended

Usage/Week: 40-90 min

WEBSITE

WEBSITE

leapinnovations.org

WEBSITE

MATH TOOLS CONT.

WEBSITE

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://www.stmath.com/
https://www.wootmath.com/
https://leapinnovations.org/
https://www.matific.com/us/en-us/home/
https://www.mathletics.com/us/


Note: This document was created to support our communities and teachers to plan for how to support 

students during the coronavirus pandemic in advance of and throughout any prolonged school closures. All 

resources are created by external organizations or individuals. The resources linked within have not been 

fully vetted, and their inclusion is not meant as an endorsement from Teach For America. 

Virtual Tools 
• Zoom Guidance:

• Breakout Rooms Guidance
• Adding Co-Host(s) Guidance
• Polling Setup Guidance

• Padlet
• Mural (paid)
• Miro (free)

Virtual Learning, Facilitation, and Engagement Resources 
• How to Change a Physical Event to a Virtual Conference
• Teach For All Insights on Virtual Learning & Knowledge Products
• How to Get People to Actually Participate in Virtual Meetings
• Working Virtually
• Teach For All’s Top 12 Insights in Virtual Learning & Knowledge
• Virtual Retreat Best Practices
• Humanizing Online Teaching
• How to Make a Virtual Team Work
• Making Remote Work, Work
• “Called to Coach” – Tactics for managers to keep their remote workforce engaged (recorded

webinar) 
• Going Remote Overnight
• COVID-19 Company Playbook

Resources for Virtual Team Culture 
• 6 Steps to Engage Remote Employees (Forbes article)
• Goodbye office, hello remote - How to work effectively as a remote team during the COVID-19 crisis

Resources For School-Facing Roles 
• Supporting Students During COVID-19 Resources for Remote Learning
• Suite of free/waived fees services being made available to teachers by companies during this time
• Resources for Social Distancing with Kids
• Possible Video Resources for Teacher Educators

Additional Resources 
• How to Neighborhood Pod
• Comcast offering free 60-day internet packages for new low-income customers
• Free Cultural & Educational Media on the Web

BACK TO TABLE OF CONTENTS

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206476313-Managing-Video-Breakout-Rooms
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206330935-Enabling-and-Adding-a-Co-Host
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/213756303-Polling-for-Meetings
https://padlet.com/
http://mural.co/
https://miro.com/
https://www.virtualtradeshowhosting.com/how-to-change-a-physical-event-to-a-virtual-conference
https://sites.google.com/teachforallnetwork.org/virtuallearningnavigator/get-started/insights
https://hbr.org/2020/03/how-to-get-people-to-actually-participate-in-virtual-meetings
https://hbr.org/2020/03/coronavirus-could-force-teams-to-work-remotely?ab=hero-main-text
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xnb2IRAV11rhCod069ngE9UVrDY5rhe9qrM2hd_haQs/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YtnWeYcgEyHTHYB7nJhF_3XdA4T58SrkPG7kow2AqK0/edit?fbclid=IwAR2mNrNF9NAn-G_d1X2rQtm4cyhtHFWinO-mU-By_b4OqWtpAv_XVnV6z1M
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Umj2HpNZcscye2REOZPTONfKMjevC-qBsB5NneJ-HF0/edit?usp=sharing
https://nextpivotpoint.com/how-to-make-a-virtual-team-work/
https://medium.com/@kelly.harris.perin/making-remote-work-work-katy-vanvliet-from-reup-education-on-relationships-accountability-4dab1871c9a7
https://www.youtube.com/c/GallupWebcastsLIVE
https://academy.nobl.io/going-remote-overnight-preparing-for-the-coronavirus/
https://askalmanac.com/articles/10783/covid-19-company-playbook
https://www.forbes.com/sites/kevinkruse/2020/03/10/managing-remote-employees/#19cd4c6869c3
https://www.civilla.com/newsletter/goodbye-office-hello-remote
https://www.civilla.com/newsletter/goodbye-office-hello-remote
https://www.emersoncollective.com/articles/2020/03/covid19-resources-for-remote-learning/
http://www.amazingeducationalresources.com/
http://www.amazingeducationalresources.com/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1knp7BEHzpHpjhFxiTi0oHStxZsmlzEiUyMXDMzx68HY
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UMxPUqJbe_ypk56SxByuIGcyQq41NwUS3OzZsVYZX-s/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/1j8ADhLEuKNDZ1a_opmzudywJPKMXcNKu01V1xY2MiIA/mobilebasic?fbclid=IwAR1Ha463Uq8bFWZtJjFCg8H9P-NL9rXVAZ8VRqw4lALe1KX_jIZaeO3hbnY
https://www.wxyz.com/news/national/coronavirus/comcast-offering-internet-essentials-package-free-for-60-months-during-coronavirus-outbreak
http://www.openculture.com/2020/03/use-your-time-in-isolation-to-learn-everything-youve-always-wanted-to.html
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