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District’s HIV curriculum
needs to be expanded

Re: “Report cord on DUCs ATDS re-
sponse critical of schools,” Dec. 12

Just last weel, The Examiner ro-
rninded us of the nereasing problem
of HIVVAIDS in the nation's capital.
Mayor [Adrian] Fenty's HIVAIDS
point person, Dr. Shannon Hader, re-
cently recognized the problem as “a
modern epidemic” But now we must
turn words into action.
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Earlier this month, City Year
Comcast and Metro TeenAIDS spon-
sored atown hall mesting to call atten-
tion to the city’s youth HIVVAIDS cri-
sis. The forum featured DUC. Council
members Vince Gray, David Catania
and Harry Thomas, AIDS education
advorates, and 500 TLC, high school
students speaking candidly about the
disease and the city’s plans to curbit.
But that's just a starting point.

Thanks tothe support of Comeast,
CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield and
others, the HOPE Initiative — a joint
project of City Year and Metro Tee-
RAIDE — is reaching 100 percent of
D.C Public Schools 10th-graders with
a CDCapproved HIV-prevention cur-
rictulum. But we need the DUC. govern-
ment to join the effort to sustain and
excpand this vital program so that all of
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our city's young people are getting the
critical information they desarve.

It isimperative to the future of our
city that the DWC. government work
with community and private sector
partners to aggressively implement
preventative measures that research
shows can combat this rapidly grow-
ing epidemic.

Chris Murphy,
Erecutive director, City Year
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