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CONTACTS:
Ceremony: Brenda Ridenour 

          Service: Shandra Parks

    bridenour@cityyear.org

          sparks09@cityear.org
    216.373.3414



          216.466.1844
50 YOUNG LEADERS READY TO SERVE 85,000 HOURS IN CLEVELAND
OPENING DAY CEREMONY and SERVICE, FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2 
WHAT:  Across America, 1,500 diverse and dedicated young idealists will pledge a year of service to community and

country.  Join the 50 corps members here in Cleveland as they commit 85,000 hours to helping students and school succeed.
OPENING CEREMONY

The spirited Opening Day Ceremony will kick-off a challenging and rewarding year of service.  Each City Year corps member will pledge 1,700 hours of service as a tutor, mentor and role model for children in school, and as a leader of physical service projects in the community.

TRANSFORMATIVE SERVICE

Immediately following the Ceremony, corps members will start serving at the Stanard Farm, a sustainable site in Cleveland where the Cuyahoga County Board of Developmental Disabilities will employ individuals to create and manage a farming operation.  Jaime Baker and the St. Clair- Superior Development Corporation will join City Year to start a legacy of service at the Stanard Farm. The legacy begins now and will continue in the spring with further support of planting and landscaping.
WHO:  The 50 City Year Cleveland corps members are among 1,500 City Year corps members nationwide, who are pledging to serve community and country in 19 locations across the U.S. and one in South Africa. At the ceremony, corps members will be joined by friends and family, as well as community, corporate and civic supporters including:
· Reverend Hilton O. Smith, Senior VP, Community Affairs, Turner Construction Company.
· Omega “Mickey” Brown, Deputy to the CEO, Cleveland Metropolitan School District
· The Honorable Bruce Akers, Mayor, Pepper Pike
WHEN:   Friday, October 2:  Opening Ceremony –  Tower City Center, 11:00 A.M. - 12:15 P.M.; 

                 Transformative Service – Stanard Farm (East 53rd and Stanard., Cleveland) 1:30 P.M. - 4:15 P.M.
PHOTO DESK NOTICE

VISUALS:  A diverse corps of 50 young leaders in the City Year uniform will share the power of service in a high-energy ceremony and will then be joined by St. Clair- Superior CDC in an afternoon of service. 
# # # 

City Year unites young people of all backgrounds for a year of full-time service, giving them the skills and opportunities to change the world.  As tutors, mentors, and role models, these young leaders make a difference in the lives of children and transform schools and neighborhoods across the United States and in South Africa. Founded in Boston in 1988, City Year has established programs in Boston; Chicago; Cleveland; Columbia, SC; Columbus; Detroit; Little Rock/North Little Rock; Los Angeles; Louisiana; Miami; New Hampshire; New York; Greater Philadelphia; Rhode Island; San Antonio; San Jose/Silicon Valley; Seattle/King County; South Africa and Washington, D.C. City Year is a proud member of AmeriCorps. 
For more information, visit www.cityyear.org/Cleveland.
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