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MEDIA ADVISORY – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:

Sarah Gollwitzer – sgollwitzer10@cityyear.org
Cell: 216.258.6539  Office: 216.373.3400

CITY YEAR CLEVELAND: FULFILLING THE LEGACY OF DR. KING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 17, 2011 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
PHOTO DESK NOTICE

VISUALS:  A diverse corps of 45 young leaders in the City Year uniform and more than 150 community members at multiple service sites will conduct transformative physical service.

WHAT:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that  “everybody can be great, because everybody can serve."  City Year Cleveland intends to carry on Dr. King’s vision of service by making this upcoming MLK Day a “day ON and not a day off,” providing service opportunities for community volunteers. An afternoon of powerful community service is planned to fulfill the legacy of Dr. King. City Year Cleveland corps members and community volunteers will work together in high-energy projects including painting community centers, engaging with seniors, and other transformative service across the greater Cleveland area.
WHO:
A diverse corps of 45 young leaders ages 17-24 will be joined by friends, family, Cleveland Metropolitan School District students, City Year alumni, community volunteers, and employees of American Greetings, Frito-Lay, and Deloitte.  These individuals have chosen to honor Dr. King’s legacy by participating in service projects in a number of Cleveland neighborhoods.
WHEN and WHERE – 5 SERVICE SITES:
· Lincoln West Community Wrap Around Academy: 3202 West 30th Street, Cleveland’s Clark-Fulton neighborhood. The Community Wrap Around Academy at Lincoln West High School provides education and resources to a diverse group of students. City Year Cleveland is proud to partner with American Greetings to conduct an ambitious school beautification project involving more than 90 volunteers. This project has been made possible by a generous donation of supplies from Home Depot. Volunteers at this site will be giving the lockers a fresh coat of paint and working on murals for the school from 9:00am-5:00pm
· Interfaith Hospitality Network: 2592 West 14th Street, Cleveland’s Tremont neighborhood. Interfaith Hospitality Network of Greater Cleveland is in its twelfth year helping homeless families on their journey to sustainable independence. Their mission is to bring the faith and civic communities together to help families regain their housing, independence, and dignity. Volunteers at this site will be painting common areas for temporary housing residents from 1:00-5:00pm
· MedWish International: 17325 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland’s South-Collinwood neighborhood. MedWish International is a Cleveland, OH non-profit committed to saving lives and saving the environment through the recovery and reuse of surplus medical products. Instead of sending these items to the landfill, hospitals can donate to MedWish where volunteers will help sort and pack these supplies to be redistributed as humanitarian aid to third world countries. On Monday volunteers will be sorting a shipment for MedPlus Connect, a humanitarian aid in Ghana started and run by a Northeast Ohioan and graduate of Shaker Heights High School. Volunteers at this site will be sorting and packaging medical supplies from 1:30-5:00pm
· Schaffer Memorial United Methodist Church: 12002 Miles Road, Cleveland’s Lee-Miles neighborhood. Schaffer Memorial church provides services to the surrounding Lee-Miles community. These services reach the community’s elderly and teens, as well as those in need. Volunteers will be painting rooms that will be a community technology center from 1:00-5:00pm
· Downtown YMCA: 2200 Prospect Avenue, Suite 100, Cleveland’s downtown neighborhood. The mission of the downtown Cleveland YMCA includes developing the total person - spirit, mind and body - through character development programs that build strong kids, strong families and strong communities. Volunteers will be painting the youth center and remodeled recreation room from 1:00-5:00pm
· All of the service sites will have snacks provided by Frito Lay and drinks provided by Honest Tea
City Year unites young people of all backgrounds for a year of full-time service, giving them the skills and opportunities to change the world.  As tutors, mentors, and role models, these young leaders make a difference in the lives of children and transform schools and neighborhoods across the United States and in South Africa. 
Founded in Boston in 1988, City Year has established programs in Boston; Chicago; Cleveland; Columbia, SC; Columbus; Detroit; Little Rock/North Little Rock; Los Angeles; Louisiana: Baton Rouge, Louisiana: New Orleans; Miami; Milwaukee; New Hampshire; New York; Greater Philadelphia; Rhode Island; San Antonio; San Jose/Silicon Valley; Seattle/King County and Washington, D.C.

International Affiliates: Johannesburg, South Africa and London, England

City Year is a proud member of AmeriCorps.
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For more information, visit www.cityyear.org/Cleveland. 
