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MEDIA ADVISORY – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:

Annette Iwamoto – aiwamoto09@cityyear.org

Cell: 216.466.1629  Office: 216.373.3420
CITY YEAR CLEVELAND: FULFILLING THE LEGACY OF DR. KING 

MONDAY, JANUARY 18, 2010 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. DAY
WHAT:
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. believed that “everybody can be great, because everybody can serve."  City Year Cleveland intends to carry on Dr. King’s vision of service by making this upcoming MLK Day a “day ON and not a day off,” providing service opportunities for community volunteers. An afternoon of powerful community service is planned to fulfill the legacy of Dr. King.  City Year Cleveland corps members and community volunteers will work together in high-energy projects including painting community centers, hosting an MLK Day fair for Cleveland youth, and other transformative service across the greater Cleveland area.
WHO:
A diverse corps of 50 young leaders ages 17-24 will be joined by friends, family, Cleveland Metropolitan School District students, City Year alumni, community volunteers, members of the Cleveland Cavaliers basketball team, and employees of Frito-Lay, CSX Corporation, and American Greetings.  These individuals have chosen to honor Dr. King’s legacy by participating in service projects in a number of Cleveland neighborhoods.
WHEN and WHERE – 6 SERVICE SITES:
· May Dugan Center: 4115 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland’s Ohio City neighborhood. The mission of the May Dugan Center is “To help people enrich and advance their lives and communities.” May Dugan Center offers programs such as “Mom’s First,” help with housing and employment, and HIV/AIDS prevention. Volunteers at this site will be giving the inside of the building a fresh coat of paint from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
· New Life Community: 3470 East 152nd Street, Cleveland’s North Collinwood neighborhood. New Life Community offers transitional housing for homeless and jobless families while the adults get the support and necessary training on how to find a job, maintain a budget, better care for their children, and start on a path to future success. Volunteers will be putting on an MLK-themed fair for children of the building, as well as revitalizing the location with general clean up and painting from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
· Collinwood High School: 15210 St. Clair Avenue, Cleveland’s Collinwood neighborhood. The mission of Collinwood High School, in partnership with parents and community, is to provide a challenging learning environment with a commitment to literacy and technology that encourages academic excellence and prepares all students to become members of a diverse society. City Year Cleveland is proud to partner with the Urban League of Greater Cleveland to conduct an ambitious school beautification project involving more than 100 volunteers and current members of the Cleveland Cavaliers. This project has been made possible by a generous donation of supplies from Home Depot.  Volunteers at this site will be sprucing up the school by fixing and painting the hallways from 1:00-5:00 p.m.  Cavaliers players will be helping out from 4:00-5:00p.m.
· Lakeside Men’s Shelter: 2100 Lakeside Avenue East, in downtown Cleveland. At the Lakeside Men’s Shelter, the staff offers hope while providing tangible services for men in transition and in crisis. Volunteers will be serving lunch as well as doing painting and other general clean up between 11:30a.m.-3:00p.m.
· Abington Arms: 11501 Mayfield Road, in Cleveland’s University neighborhood.  Abington Arms is a community for elderly and physically challenged persons.  Volunteers will be socializing with the residents and assisting with their activities of daily life from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
· Malachi House: 2810 Clinton Avenue, in Cleveland’s Ohio City neighborhood.  Malachi House, created out of a Christian sense of ministry, serves persons who are terminally ill, without cost or regard to gender, race, religion or national origin. Volunteers will be socializing with the residents and assisting them with their everyday needs from 1:00-5:00 p.m.
PHOTO DESK NOTICE

VISUALS:  A diverse corps of 50 young leaders in the City Year uniform and more than 200 community members at multiple service sites will conduct transformative physical service.
City Year unites young people of all backgrounds for a year of full-time service, giving them the skills and opportunities to change the world.  As tutors, mentors, and role models, these young leaders make a difference in the lives of children and transform schools and neighborhoods across the United States and in South Africa. 
Founded in Boston in 1988, City Year has established programs in Boston; Chicago; Cleveland; Columbia, SC; Columbus; Detroit; Little Rock/North Little Rock; Los Angeles; Louisiana; Miami; New Hampshire; New York; Greater Philadelphia; Rhode Island; San Antonio; San Jose/Silicon Valley; Seattle/King County; South Africa and Washington, D.C. City Year is a proud member of AmeriCorps.
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