



Local events marking the birthday of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King
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Had he lived, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. would surely have loved his birthday gift this year: Barack Obama's inauguration. 

Besides watching the first black president's debut, Clevelanders will celebrate the birthday of the slain civil rights leader with numerous events over the next two weeks. 

Some will heed Obama's call for a national day of service Monday. Others will host services, re-enactments, concerts, a candlelight march, a small-business forum and more. 

Most government offices will be closed. The Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority will offer regular weekday service. 

Below is a sampling of local events, most of them free. For other events, see mlkday.gov, usaservice.org, www.universitycircle.org and the Web sites of other organizations. 

Sunday
• Minnijean Brown Trickey, one of the "Little Rock Nine" integrationists, will speak at 2 p.m. in the Akron-Summit County Main Library auditorium, 60 S. High St. 

• Radio host Basheer Jones will discuss the King holiday at 2 p.m. at Laurel School, 1 Lyman Circle, Shaker Heights. 

• John McLaughlin Williams, Grammy-winning conductor and violinist, will join a free memorial recital at 3 p.m. at the Cleveland Music School Settlement, 11125 Magnolia Drive. 

• T.J. Dow, new councilman of Cleveland's Ward 7, will speak at 4 p.m. at New Direction Church of God in Christ, 1337 Giddings Road. 

• Several Bellaire-Puritas churches will join in "Giving New Birth to the Vision of Dr. Martin Luther King" at 4 p.m. at Annunciation Catholic Church, 4697 West 130th St., Cleveland. 

• TV's Obie Shelton will play violin and Juan Williams will speak at 3 p.m. at Cuyahoga Community College Metro campus' auditorium, 2900 Community College Ave., Cleveland. 

• The Rev. Michael Wilson will discuss "Live The Dream" at 4 p.m. at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 400 N. Broadway, Medina.

• Lorain County Common Pleas Judge James Burge and Oberlin High School history teacher Kurt Russell will discuss the civil rights movement's link to Obama at 6:30 p.m. at Oberlin Early Childhood Center, 317 E. College St. 

Monday
• Most University Circle institutions will host special events. Ivan Henderson, head of Cleveland Public Power, will portray King at Karamu House. Felton Thomas Jr., Cleveland Public Library's new director, will make his local debut at the library's Martin Luther King Jr. branch. Free shuttle buses will cover the Circle from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. For details, see www.universitycircle.org. 

• The Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Scholarship Committee will host a "Why We Can't Wait" breakfast at 7:30 a.m. at the Marriott at Key Center, 127 Public Square, Cleveland. A seat costs $35.

• Fidelity Baptist Church will host volunteers from First Baptist Church and the general public from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. for neighborhood projects. Fidelity is at 8402 Wade Park Ave., Cleveland. 

• Crime fighter Yvonne Pointer will keynote a free breakfast and awards ceremony at 9 a.m. at East View United Church of Christ, 15615 Chagrin Blvd., Shaker Heights. 

• City Year Cleveland will hold a ceremony at 10:30 a.m. at the Old Arcade, 401 Euclid Ave., then mobilize volunteers for neighborhood projects at 1:30 p.m. at South High School, 7415 Broadway; New Life Community, 3470 East 152nd St., and Eliza Bryant Village, 7201 Wade Park Ave. 

• Poetry, music and drumming will highlight interfaith events from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Anshe Chesed Fairmount Temple, 23737 Fairmount Blvd., Beachwood. 

• A civil rights movie will be shown at 10 a.m. at Bainbridge Library, 17222 Snyder Road

• St. Clair Superior Development Corp. will host an annual King small business forum from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St. Martin de Porres High School, 6111 Lausche Ave., Cleveland. 

• A "Rededication to the Dream" service will take place at noon at Martin Luther King. Jr. Memorial Park, South Pleasant and Vine streets, Oberlin. 

• Maltz Museum of Jewish Heritage will offer free admission from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Highlights will include a musical performance "Unchained" at 2 p.m. The museum is at 2929 Richmond Road, Beachwood. 

• Northeast Ohio Neighbors for Action and Change will collect money and nonperishable "Food for Change" from 1 to 4 p.m. at a former Obama campaign office, 13100 Shaker Square, for the Hunger Network of Cleveland. 

• The Rev. Nathaniel Williams will discuss "A Change from Martin Luther King to Barack Obama" at 1:30 p.m. at Mount Nebo Baptist Church, 12701 Superior Ave., East Cleveland. A free dinner will follow. 

• Cleveland officials will talk about life after prison at 1 p.m. in the Connelly Center, Notre Dame College, 4545 College Road, South Euclid. 

• Stanley Miller, head of the Cleveland NAACP, will speak at 2:30 p.m. at Treuhaft Auditorium, Montefiore, 1 David N. Myers Pkwy., Beachwood. 

• A "King to Obama" musical celebration will be held 6 p.m. at the House of Blues, 308 Euclid Ave., Cleveland. Doorkeepers will charge $10 and welcome donations of nonperishable food. 

• An ecumenical service by six area churches will take place 7 p.m. at Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church, 28607 Wolf Road, Bay Village. Soup, salad and sandwiches will be available at 6 p.m. 

• The Oberlin Conservatory of Music will give a memorial concert at 7 p.m. at Finney Chapel, West Lorain and North Professor streets. 

Tuesday
• A week of observances at Baldwin-Wallace College will include a candlelight march 6:30 p.m. Tuesday from Strosacker Hall-College Union, 120 East Grand St., Berea. For details, see http://www.bw.edu/news/mlk. 

Thursday
• Kevin Powell, hip-hop historian, will appear at 7 p.m. at Donahue Auditorium, Dolan Center for Science and Technology, John Carroll University, 20700 North Park Blvd., University Heights. 

Jan. 23
• Keith Beauchamp will discuss his documentary about the slain Emmett Louis Till at 12:30 p.m. at Amasa Stone Chapel, 10940 Euclid Ave., Case Western Reserve University. For other CWRU events for King this week, see www.case.edu/events/mlk. 

Jan. 26
• Sherrie Tolliver of the Cleveland Metroparks will portray civil rights fighter Rosa Parks at 7 p.m. at the Jimmy Dimora Community Center, 5615 Perkins Road, Bedford Heights. 

Jan. 29
• CNN's Roland Martin will discuss King during a 1-4 p.m. event at the Student Center ballroom, Kent State University. 

• The Ludlow Community Association, national pioneers in integration, will receive Shaker Heights' King Award for helping to heal its neighborhood after a beating. The awards will highlight a 7 p.m. celebration at Shaker High, 15911 Aldersyde Road.
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