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MEDIA ADVISORY – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Erin Lark 

Civic Engagement Team – City Year Cleveland
Cell Phone: 216.466.1844  


Email:  elark08@cityyear.org
City Year Cleveland Honors The Spirit of Martin Luther King

and
Celebrates a Renewed Interest in Service
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CITY YEAR CLEVELAND

1132 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44115

PHONE 216.574.2677
FAX 216.574.2680

www.cityyear.org



Join City Year Cleveland on January 19 at a high-energy event that will honor the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., embody the President-elect’s commitment to national service, celebrate 120 Cleveland students dedicated to citizen service and unite local residents and citizens in service projects in multiple Cleveland neighborhoods.
This City Year Cleveland service event is registered as a Presidential Inaugural Committee service opportunity.
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WHAT:  
Martin Luther King Day is a day ON – not a day off – for young people committed to making a difference in the community.  At a time when President-elect Barack Obama has called on Americans of all ages to serve their community and country, 90 middle- and 30 high-school students will take a pledge to serve the Cleveland community as City Year Heroes and then immediately act on that dedication through an afternoon of transformational service.  These students are among more than 2,500 young people across America who will pledge to serve community and country in the coming months through City Year’s Young Heroes and City Heroes programs, which are led by City Year corps members and volunteers.  Bank of America is the National Lead Partner of the City Year Young Heroes Program. 
WHO:

120 Cleveland middle- and high-school students, parents, family and    

friends.  Dimetrius Harris, Bank of America, Keynote Speaker.  Jason Whitehead, Frito-Lay, City   

Year Alumni, Legacy of Volunteering Speaker.
WHERE – OPENING CEREMONY:  Martin Luther King Day - Monday, January 19, 2009, 10:30 a.m., 
The Old Arcade, 401 Euclid Avenue Cleveland, Ohio  44114.
WHERE – THREE SERVICE SITES: 
South High School – 1:30-5:00 p.m.:  7415 Broadway Avenue, Cleveland’s North Broadway/Slavic Village neighborhood.  Volunteers will paint a series of murals honoring heroes such as MLK, Rosa Parks, and President-elect Barack Obama and inspirational works and phrases.  Families and children will also tie together blankets for the homeless, partake in crafts/games and write letters of support and encouragement to public officials.   

 

New Life Community – 1:30-4:30 p.m.: 3470 East 152nd Street, Cleveland’s North Collinwood 
neighborhood.  New Life Community offers transitional housing while homeless persons and jobless families can get support and necessary training on how to find a job, how to maintain a budget, how to better care for their children, and how to start on a path to future successes.  Volunteers will engage the residents and their children in an arts and crafts fair, MLK story telling and skit performances and excerpts of MLK’s speeches and cupcake decorating. 
 
Eliza Bryant – 1:30-4:30 p.m.: 7201 Wade Park, Cleveland’s Glenville Neighborhood.  Eliza Bryant provides quality service, outreach programs and a dignified, compassionate and secure environment for seniors.  Eliza Bryant’s tradition of care means helping seniors thrive through convenient access to the health services they need.  From assisted living or skilled nursing to engaging social programs that help seniors pursue their passions and meet new friends.  MLK service day volunteers will interact with residents while engaging in multiple activities including theatrical performances invoking the work of Dr. Martin Luther King and Rosa Parks.
PHOTO DESK NOTICE

VISUALS:  A diverse corps of 60 young leaders in the City Year uniform will share the power of service in a high-energy ceremony and will then be joined by more than 100 community members at three service sites to conduct transformative physical service and interaction. 
*  *  *
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City Year unites young people of all backgrounds for a year of full-time service, giving them the skills and opportunities to change the world.  As tutors, mentors and role models, these young leaders make a difference in the lives of children and transform schools and neighborhoods across the United States and in South Africa.  Founded in Boston in 1988, City Year has established programs in Boston; Chicago; Cleveland; Columbia, SC; Columbus; Detroit; Little Rock/North Little Rock; Los Angeles; Louisiana; Miami; New Hampshire; New York; Greater Philadelphia; Rhode Island; San Antonio; San Jose/Silicon Valley; Seattle/King County; South Africa and Washington, D.C.  City Year is a proud member of AmeriCorps. For more information, please visit www.cityyear.org.
