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There's nothing like a really good idea to change the tone in Washington and prove that bipartisanship is not an impossible dream. 

In a break from all the party-line votes already this year, Republicans and Democrats in both the House and Senate overwhelmingly passed the Serve America Act before their spring recesses. President Barack Obama signed it into law on Tuesday. 

The law triples the size of Americorps, a Clinton administration creation that underwrites young people doing work around education, health care, the environment and public safety. Once a favorite target of Republicans, Americorps was embraced by George W. Bush, who saw it as a logical extension of his father's call to honor a "thousand points of light." 

In Ohio right now, the Corporation for National and Community Service estimates that about 1,400 Americorps volunteers are earning a small stipend and a voucher for college expenses. To highlight one especially effective program, City Year Cleveland's 60 members devote their time to tutoring, mentoring and after-school programs in the city's most challenging classrooms. 

But national service extends beyond Americorps. The new law enables older volunteers to earn education benefits for children and grandchildren. It helps nonprofits better organize volunteers with limited time to give. 

Encouraging service is an investment in America's communities and its future -- something both parties can embrace.

